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Dear Friends and Family,

We are so excited to introduce our new eMail newsletter.  This is the work of our new Volunteer Support Team and we are so thankful for the skills they contribute on your behalf and on behalf of the children at the Homes of Life in Central America.  The new format brings all the advantages of today’s eNewsletters, making it easier to access information that interests you.  In fact, each issue of the eNewsletter provides links to information like the website, video, story, wish list, prayer request, an email you can send back to us, or the ability to donate online.  We love it.  If you would prefer to receive our newsletters by email, just contact us at info@homesoflife.org.  However, we’ll be delighted to continue sending a traditional print newsletter if you prefer.  
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Another change with this letter is that we’ll send one letter to all our supporters every month with a comprehensive view of the entire Homes of Life in Central America.  There will be a rotating emphasis every month between the homes in Costa Rica, then Guatemala, and finally a letter of more general interest from Tim and Dena.

Another thing that the Volunteer Support Team has done for us is to convince us that we need to be more specific and forthcoming in expressing the needs at the Homes of Life.  As friends, they know that asking is difficult for us, but as supporters themselves, they want to know and need to know how to pray, how to give, and when to give.  So with their love and encouragement, we’re going to try.

As you have probably guessed, there’s a financial need right now that has the Volunteer Support Team prompting us to share with you.  The past year has been very difficult at the home in Costa Rica – a perfect financial storm.  The poor economy in the US and the falling value of the US Dollar, a new requirement from the government to have on-site staff nurses, replacing a retiring missionary pre-school teacher with a salaried teacher, the need to adjust staff pay scales to comply with Costa Rica requirements, and an urgent facility project have combined to wreak financial havoc on a mission that was financially stable a year ago.  

In response, we have reduced staff to the bare minimum necessary for basic care of the children.  Be assured that the children are well fed, clothed, sheltered, and loved, and receive good medical care when needed.  But our hearts’ desire is to send the children back to their families of origin or to their new adoptive families with some advantages that in part compensate for the consequences of the difficult situations that brought them to the Homes of Life.  Right now we can’t do that.

If you are fulfilling your obligation to your home church and if this situation is tugging at your heart, would you prayerfully consider a new financial commitment, or increase your existing commitment to Homes of Life in Costa Rica.  Perhaps you would be able to make a generous one-time donation to quickly relieve some of the financial pressure.  Or you could pledge or increase a monthly contribution to our Sponsorship Program to help restore financial stability for the long term.  Whatever you decide to do, 100% of your donation goes directly to the Homes of Life.  And please pray for the children and those who care for them.

In Jesus care,

Tim and Dena Stromstad

P.S. We are in the process of expanding the Sponsorship Program (See reverse side.)  New categories to sponsor have been added.  By next month, we’ll have firmed up the responses that Sponsors can expect.  Can you imagine sponsoring a day (your birthday) at the home, knowing that the staff and children prayed for you on your day, and then receiving news as to what happened at the home that day?

Noemy’s Story


When Noemy was a little girl growing up in Costa Rica she often thought about being a missionary and working with children.  In 1995, when Hogar de Vida opened in her hometown of Atenas, she quickly made inquiries about working there.  Hired first as a tia (on staff), Noemy worked under the direction of Olga, the housemother, learning the many aspects of running a children's home.  In 1999, Noemy answered God's call to Guatemala to assume the position of director of Home of Life and Nutrition.  Over the next nine years Noemy raised up and released into leadership the current home directors.  She and her adopted daughter, Ana, returned to Costa Rica in 2008 where she now serves as housemother for the third children's home at Hogar de Vida.   
New Sponsorship Program

Homes of Life in Central America

If you wish to participate in the Sponsorship Program, you can make your intentions known in any of the following ways:

· Contact the Volunteer Support Team at info@homesoflife.org
· Include a note with your first payment to Children of Promise International, 6844 Loop Rd, Centerville, OH 45459

· Click “More Information” under the Contact US sidebar on an email newsletter.

	Sponsorship Level *
	Description *
	Monthly Donation*
	Annual Donation*
	Response to Donor **

	Nutrition


	Feeds one child
	$30
	$360
	Pending

	Healthy Child
	Provides one child w/ food & medical care
	$50
	$600


	Pending

	Love and Care
	Provides 24/7 caregivers for one child
	$100
	$1,200
	Pending

	Sponsor-a-Day
	Operates one home of 30-35 children one day per month
	$250
	$3,000
	Pending

	Shelter


	Housing for 9-12 children
	$500
	$6,000
	Pending


* The donations at each sponsorship level are reasonably representative of the costs they are intended to cover.  Actual costs can vary widely depending on the age of the child and the specific circumstances in the child’s life, as well as government regulations and the cost of living in the country in which the Home of Life is located.

** The individual response that each Sponsor can expect has not yet been determined for each giving level.  However, potential responses might include a photo and bio of the child, periodic updates on the child’s progress, a photo and bio of the child’s caregiver, a special celebration and group photo for the Sponsor’s Day or Sponsor’s House.
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